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Editions of the Gazette are available on the village 
website GreywellParish.gov.uk as is more up to date 
information of what is going on in the village. 

Welcome from the editor 

 

Hello and welcome to the 5th edition of the Greywell 
Gazette. 
 

 

In this edition we feature an interesting article by James 
Malmesbury on the founding of the Greywell Hill Estate 
by his ancestor, Sir Guy Carleton. We caught up with Jo 
Butler to gain an insight into their new workspace, 
wellness and members workspace at Barnsgrove. 
 
We spotlight the continuing and unwelcome threat of 
proposed warehouse development at junction 5 of the 
M3 and how you can help. Do we really need 5 
enormous logistic warehouses to ruin the environment 
with the catastrophic impact on traffic at junction 5? 
Especially with the approval granted for 12 warehouses 
being developed at Bartley Junction in Hook. 
 
There is an update on Road Safety with the imminent 
introduction of two new speed indicator devices, the 
usual Parish Council, Village Hall and St Mary’s updates 
and further news of the village garden party in June. 
 
Happy reading, David Millard 

 

In this edition 
 

Welcome From The Editor 1 
Parish Council  2 
Lodge Farm   4 
Road Safety  5 
Barnsgrove   6 
Greywell Hill House  8 
St Mary’s Church  10 
Village Events  11 
Greywell Film Night  11 
Greywell Garden Party 12 
Village Directory  14 
 
 

http://www.greywellparish.gov.uk/


 

2 
 

Parish Council 
 

New website 
Greywell Parish Council (GPC) has a new website. The 
old one became corrupted in December and needed a 
complete rebuild. As a result, GPC took the 
opportunity of changing the website name to meet 
future naming requirements. 
 
The new site uses the industry leading software 
‘Wordpress’, thus reducing the dependency on third 
parties for support and maintenance.  Go and check it 
out at:  www.greywellparish.gov.uk 
 

Lodge Farm 
The proposal to turn Lodge Farm into a gigantic 
Warehouse Logistics development first surfaced in 
June 2022.  There has been a lot of activity since then; 
however, a formal planning application has not yet 
been submitted by the developer Obsidian.   
 
To date, GPC has been monitoring matters very closely 
and in June 2022 submitted formal comment on the 
developer’s request to Hart District Council (HDC) for 

an Environmental Impact Assessment scoping opinion.  
In July 2022, GPC then made comment on the 
developer’s request for pre-application advice from 
HDC.  It must be remembered that the so called ‘Pre-
App’ is only a request by the developer for pre-
application advice and is not a planning application for 
HDC to determine.   
 
In this case, HDC’s response (which raised a number of 
challenging points for the developer to consider) was 
based on planning policy, constraints and issues for 
consideration within any formal planning application, 
should the applicant choose to submit one in the 
future. This position is taken because the planning 
authority has to be very careful not to be seen to 
prejudge any subsequent planning application as this 
would give the developer grounds to appeal against 
any determination.  This constraint also applies to GPC.   
 
Whilst GPC was not a consultee for the July 2022 Pre-
App, the level of concern amongst the community was 
duly noted and it was decided that although the 
Council was not a consultee, a short ‘opening salvo’, to 
both the Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping 
Opinion and the pre-application advice request, would 
be appropriate - if only to squash any perception at 

https://fgcons-my.sharepoint.com/personal/richard_cole_fgcons_co_uk/Documents/RC%20Work/home/Greywell/Gazette/www.greywellparish.gov.uk
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Hart that GPC was not interested!  GPC made the 
following comment on the Pre-App: 
 
Greywell Parish Council (GPC) appreciates that Officers 
do not conduct a consultation when a developer seeks 
pre-application advice. However, the associated 
documentation is in the public domain and this has 
been studied by a large number of Greywell residents.  
The degree of alarm and abject horror generated by 
this pre-app is such that GPC is compelled to register 
the strongest possible objection to this potential 
development, which is not a part of the Hart Local Plan 
2032.  
The landscape and visual impact of ‘slab fronted’ metal 
structures over 21m high covering the equivalent of 
13.5 football pitches would be immense. However, the 
prospect of up to 14,273 extra vehicle movements on a 
typical weekday saturating the local road network in 
every direction is truly frightening.  
To gain an unscientific yet everyday image of this sort 
of traffic volume, GPC used 7136 one- way journeys 
and assumed half were a large articulated truck and 
the other half an average sized car. If a 2m gap was 
placed between each vehicle the resultant queue of 
traffic would be 55 miles long!  
 

Following HDC’s opinion on the Pre-App (issued 
December 2022), Obsidian went away to consider their 
position and in October 2023 submitted a second Pre-
App.  This application has some minor changes from 
the original; however, it is so similar that Odiham 
Parish Council (whose parish includes Lodge Farm and 
is therefore a consultee) submitted comment which 
was simply an exact repeat of their response to the 
first Pre-App!  As you read this Gazette, HDC has yet to 
respond to the second Pre-App and it is believed that a 
meeting with the developer to discuss the application 
(before HDC issue their opinion) has not yet been 
undertaken.  
 
When HDC publishes their response to the latest Pre-
App, the developer may then decide to the make a full 
planning application for determination.  If this occurs 
(they could decide not to proceed), GPC will 
communicate to Villagers the process by which they 
they can make a formal comment on the application. 
 
(Editor’s Note:  A protest group has been established to fight 
against the Lodge Farm development.  It is called VOW 
(Villages Oppose to Warehouses) and we’ve asked them to 
provide us with an update in the article that follows.) 
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A message from  
Villages Oppose Warehouses 
Lodge Farm proposal 
 
We haven’t seen or heard much recently about the 
proposal to build a gigantic warehouse distribution site on 
80 acres of Lodge Farm.  The planning application admits 
to 1000 vehicle movements per hour, to and from the site, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
throughout the year and all 
impacting not only Junction 5 of 
the M3, but also the network of 
minor roads and lanes across NE 
Hampshire.   
 
However the threat to Hart and 
its neighbouring districts has not 
gone away and as at mid-May we 
await the submission to Hart District Planning (HDP) of the 
next – this will be the fourth - variation of the application. 
 
The would-be developers, “Obsidian Strategic”, announced 
last year that they would be putting in an Outline Planning 
Application in the first Quarter of 2024.  Well – that didn’t 
happen and as at the time of writing we have no indication 

of when it might.  The planning process is slow, but 
thorough.  It begins with receipt by HDP of the Application, 
which then has to go through a period of “validation”, 
during which HDP makes sure that all the supplied 
documentation is present and correct.  For a small 
Application that might take as little as a couple of weeks, 
but for a large and complex Application it could be 16 
weeks or more.  Only when validation is complete will the 
Application appear on HDC’s website and comments 
requested from the public.  The “normal” time allowed for 
public comment is 21 days. 
 
Meanwhile, the protest organisation, Villages Oppose 
Warehouses, or VOW, has not been idle and has now 
briefed nearly every parish and town council in the area – 
all 26 of them.  VOW has also held two Public Meetings, 
one in Odiham and one in Hook.  A third is planned for 
Hartley Wintney on the evening of Tuesday 25th June.   
 
Keep an eye on the two key websites for further 
announcements: 
 

https://publicaccess.hart.gov.uk/online-
applications/ 
www.villagesopposewarehouses.org 

  

https://publicaccess.hart.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://publicaccess.hart.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://www.villagesopposewarehouses.org/
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Road Safety  

Our Road Safety initiatives have been progressing well 
over the last year. 

Following the village meeting in February last year, the 
proposals for Speed Indicator Devices and Gateways 
were adopted by the Parish Council and 20 mph speed 
limit proposal re-confirmed. 

A total funding of over £9,000 was achieved including 
£8,000 gained as a result of planning application 
requirements from the “Old Dairy” development. 

These funds have enabled the Parish Council to 
procure two SIDs which should be operational 
sometime this year.  

Seven sites have been identified (see 
Map) and the SIDs will move around 
every three weeks to encourage motorists 
to limit their speed. The devices will give 
us great data to help support our 
intended aim of achieving a 20mph speed 
limit in Greywell. 

Look out for a 
village 
meeting on 
May 29th @ 
7pm where 
we will 
provide more 
details, 
including our 
need for 
further 
funding to 
enable the next phase, Gateways, to be implemented.  

Richard Cole, Greywell Parish Councillor;  Patricia 
Forsyth, South Warnborough Parish Councillor; 
Stephen Highley newly elected Hart District Councillor 
and Jonathan Glen, Hampshire County Councillor will 
be joining us to share their experiences of road safety 
initiatives and warehouse development concerns.  

Greywell Road Safety Group (Nick Kavanagh, Jenny 
McFarlane, Chris Ashworth) 
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Introducing  

Barnsgrove, Greywell 

You'll probably have been 
wondering what’s happening at The 
Old Dairy development.  Well, it’s 
called Barnsgrove and it’s the Butler 
family’s new workspace, wellness 
and members’ clubhouse.  We 
caught up with co-founder, Jo 
Butler, and asked her a few questions:  

 
Tell us about Barnsgrove and why you're opening this 
club 
 
Barnsgrove has been a long time in the planning and 
we're grateful for all the support we've had. Our vision 

is to create a vibrant 
community of members who 
have a space to call their own. 
A place to come together to 
network, socialise and become 
part of all that the building has 

to offer, combining social, 
work and wellbeing 
together under one roof. 
We've invested a great 
deal of thought and care 
into the project, merging 
design and innovation with 
comfort and practicality. Barnsgrove has thoughtfully 
crafted clubrooms, relaxed dining settings, studio, gym 
& treatment rooms alongside private offices and 
resident desks. Barnsgrove will be a space for sparking 
conversations and collaborations between local 
members and getting the right work and lifestyle 
balance... a place to retreat to and elevate the 
everyday. 
 
How will it affect the local economy? 
 
In the main, we'll be employing local people and 
working and collaborating with local suppliers. 
 
Barnsgrove will sit alongside our arable farm, which 
we'll continue to farm as we have for decades. 
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When are you due to open? 
 
The plan is to open in September... fingers crossed we 
won't be delayed! 
 
What benefits will there be to locals?  
 
We hope this exciting opening will be a place that you 
can be part of, there will be openings for employment 
over the coming months, locals will be able to use the 
treatment facilities and of course you can sign up to 
become one of our members or come as a member's 
guest. Barnsgrove will be an evolving business, so there 
may well be more benefits to the general public as 
time moves on.  
 
Can we come and have a nose around? 
 
Yes, we'll be doing a sneak preview for locals so that 
they can see everything first hand. Further details to 
follow via village email communication. We are so 
excited to show you the fruit of our labours. 
 
For job opportunities and membership information, 
please go to http://www.barnsgrove.com/ 

  

http://www.barnsgrove.com/
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Greywell Hill House 
 

The Greywell Hill 

Estate was bought by 

Sir Guy Carleton, 1st 

Baron Dorchester, in 

1787 and has been 

occupied by his 

direct descendants ever since, albeit succession has 

been through the female line twice. 

Who was Sir Guy? He was born in Strabane, lost his 

father early in life, but his step father managed to get 

him into a regiment.  

He fought in the battles of the Seven Year’s War, an 

experience of butchery at close quarter, and 

subsequently did a battle field tour for the Duke of 

Richmond.  

In due course the Duke’s son joined the regiment. 

George II refused Guy promotion because he had been 

rude about the performance of the German troops.  

Guy’s friend, Wolfe, wanted to take him to Quebec as 

his quarter master general, and the King was 

persuaded to relent, and it was to be. The French were 

defeated at Quebec in the Battle of the Heights of 

Abraham, Wolfe and the French General Montcalm 

were both killed and Carleton was wounded in the 

head.  

Carleton was subsequently wounded again at Belle Ile, 

an island just off the French coast. However, perhaps 

thanks to the Richmond connection, Guy returned to 

Canada as the military commander of Lower Canada, 

Quebec State today, ending as the Governor of Upper 

(Ontario) and Lower Canada, having a dazzling career, 

keeping the French settlers on side, defeating American 

revolutionaries and thus saving Canada from being part 

of the United States today.  

Whilst back in England, Guy dined with Lord Howard of 

Effingham, the son of an old friend who had died, and 

after the women had left the dining room he agreed 

with Lord Howard to marry Lord Howard’s sister. He 

was 48 at the time, a battle hardened soldier and 

Governor of Canada. When the sister heard the news, 

she went screaming upstairs not wishing to marry “this 

old man”. The younger sister, also upstairs, said that 
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she would marry him “tomorrow”. Word got back and 

three months later, aged 18, she did.  

They returned to Canada to the Chateau Frontenac, the 

Governor’s residence, and produced eleven children, 

the youngest was born when Guy was 73. There is a 

brass in St Swithun’s at Nately Scures (on the left hand 

side as you go up the aisle) giving details of all their 

dates of births and deaths.  

Two died in the same year aged 1 and 4, two were girls 

(one married Lord Bolton at Hackwood, and the other 

married Revd John Orde). One boy joined the Royal 

Navy (and boys went to sea around the age of 8 and 

that fixed their order of seniority subsequently) and 

was killed from a fall from rigging aged 13 reefing a 

ship in a storm. We have a locket of his hair in the 

house.  

The youngest was the Rector of Nately Scures for fifty 

years, and is said to have grumbled that his father had 

bought such a poor parish. The other five boys died in 

service of King and Country. George, from whom I am 

descended, was killed at Bergen-op-Zoom in Holland, 

trying to take the town from the French in March 1814. 

When Sir Guy died, his title passed in turn to three 

grandsons, as he had no living male heirs, and those 

three grandsons had three daughters between them. 

Thus, that creation of the Dorchester title died out. 

However, my Great Grandmother, Henrietta, petitioned 

Queen Victoria in 1899, and the title was re-created for 

her and her son, my grandfather. My grandfather had 

two daughters so the title died again, but my mother 

inherited the house and the estate. 

The tragedy is that Guy, 1st Lord 

Dorchester, requested that all his 

papers be burnt at the end of his 

life. We have five items in the 

house from that era. Firstly, there 

is a portrait of him. We do not 

know who it is painted by, but I 

guess a soldier as there many 

draftsmen in the army.  

If, as I hope, you look for a fuller account of Guy on 

Wikipedia, you will see his portrait. I was surprised to 

see it for the first time, as I had not given consent for it 

to be copied, but I asked a Canadian visitor if there was 

a Canadian copy. In 1923 the Canadian Government 
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sent Mabel B. Mesmer to England to copy portraits of 

important people in Canadian history, and that is what 

you see on Wikipedia. The main street in Montreal was 

called “Dorchester Boulevard” but the Quebecois 

changed it to Levesque Boulevard which is sad, as one 

of the things that Guy should be remembered for was 

allowing the conquered French settlers to keep their 

language and their religion. But his name appears 

elsewhere, a suburb of Ottowa, an university and many 

streets. 

There are three pictures painted by the children’s tutor 

when the family set off for England too early and their 

tiny ship got stuck in the ice in the St Lawrence. One 

picture shows the children walking on the ice with the 

ship in the background. It must have been a very cold 

voyage. 

Most of the portraits and furniture in the house come 

from the Malmesbury side of the family, but that is not 

for now! 

 

James, Earl of Malmesbury 

 

St Mary’s 
Church 
 

Dates for your 

diaries 

June 

2nd June 11am 

Songs of Praise followed by drinks and 

refreshments outside St Mary’s. All song requests 

to Libbie as soon as you can. 

9th June 10am 

80th D-day commemoration at Newnham Church. 

 

Libbie Bromfield - Church Warden. 

libbie@bromfield.org.uk 

  

https://fgcons-my.sharepoint.com/personal/richard_cole_fgcons_co_uk/Documents/RC%20Work/home/Greywell/Gazette/libbie@bromfield.org.uk
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Village Hall - Events 
 
The village continues to enjoy events with the 
successful Burn’s Night in January and Quiz night in 
March. 
 
At the moment the next date in the diary is the AGM 
on 10th June – all villagers are welcome and then the  
Safari Supper will take place on 14th September. Other 
ideas are currently in planning. 
 
I’m pleased to welcome Paul Crichton and Chris 
Ashworth to the committee. Paul has already made an 
impact with the very successful Burn’s evening.  
 
I’m sad that Steve and Maddie Kear will be leaving us 
for their future life in France. They have done a huge 
amount for the village over the years and will be 
missed. Steve is handing over the Film Night baton to 
Paul Crichton and Mike O’Neil so our regular film 
showings will be continuing. 
 
We’re always looking for people to get involved and 
help with village events – please get in touch if you 
would like to do so. 

Greywell Film Night 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/greywell-film-night 
 
– 

Anatomy of a 
Fall 
(2023) 15 
 
Sat 15th June 2024 8:00PM 

 

 
Wicked Little 
Letters (2023) 
15 
 

Sat 20th July 2024 8:00PM 

 

 

 

Paul Brennan-Benson, 

Chairman 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/greywell-film-night
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Greywell Garden Party 
30th June 
 

Location:  Greywell Hill gardens 
 
Timing:  June 30th 12.00 noon to 4.30pm 
 
Food/drink:  Bring your own, with complimentary 

afternoon tea and cake to be served 
(don't forget to bring a mug/cup) 

 
Entertainment:   

String Quartet; Childrens 
treasure hunt; 'Splat-the-
Rat' and one or two other 
garden games 

 
Competition:      

Cake baking with prizes for best 
adult and best children’s cakes - 
lots of entries please as after 
judging these will be served to 
all with afternoon tea 

 

Fund Raising:     
Auction of promises in aid of 'The 
Friends of St Marys Greywell' 
non-religious charity (see below 
for details).  

 
The catalogue will include:  

Home and garden services; food and drink; property 
rentals; sports and events; arts and crafts.  

 
The catalogue will be issued in advance with pre-
bidding available for those who can't make it on the 
day. 
 
TICKET SALES ARE NOW LIVE AT  
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-
on?q=Greywell%20Garden%20Party 
 
Adult tickets £5 per person, Children under 18yrs free. 
 
All villagers invited, and do bring along your friends 
and family 
 
Tables to seat 8 available to rent at £10 - book via the 
ticket site above.   
 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on?q=Greywell%20Garden%20Party
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on?q=Greywell%20Garden%20Party
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Bring your own chairs, picnic blankets etc. 
 
Thanks to all who have donated or sourced lots for the 
auction and helped with the planning for this event. 
Any questions or last offers of help or of auction lots - 
please contact David Jakubovic 
at jakubovic.da@hotmail.com 
 
 
We'll send out a final communication in early June with last logistics 
info and the auction brochure.   
Looking forward to a special day with you all on June 30th 
 
David, David, Rhona, Sally & Julie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of St Mary’s Greywell 
 

The Friends of St Mary’s is an independent, non-
religious charity founded and run by people in 
Greywell to manage and safeguard funds specifically 
for the maintenance and upkeep of the fabric of the 
buildings and grounds of St Mary’s Church and other 
village causes it feels are appropriate.  
 
The cost of maintaining the buildings and grounds is 
significant and thus raising funds is important to 
protect this important village asset.  
 
The Trustees are currently: 
Rhona Blagden – Chairman; Mike O’Neill – Treasurer; Rosie 
Stancliffe; Judy James; David Cooksey; Karen McCaffrey and Ali 
Lambert 
 
Projects supported by The Friends: 
Works to the south nave £580; Specialist exterior works and 
interior decoration £16,000; Replacement of lightning 
conductor £709; Boiler repair £757; Shed repair £233; Annual 
churchyard maintenance (including mowing costs, hedge and 
path maintenance and mole treatments) c£1,200 pa 

 
Intended future projects: works to boiler and heating system 

 

mailto:jakubovic.da@hotmail.com


 

14 
 

Village Directory:  
 

Parish Council 
 
Chairman: Mike Barter 
   cllrbarter@greywellparish.gov.uk 
 
Clerk:  Beverley Bridgman 

  parishclerk@greywellparish.gov.uk 
 
Village Hall 
 
Chairman: Paul Brennan-Benson 
   pbbenson@me.com 
 
Treasurer: Mike O’Neill 
   mjmoneill@gmail.com 
 
Church www.moretolife.church 
 
Vicar: Rev. Matt Bianchi 
  matt@moretolife.church  
 
Church  Libbie Bromfield 
Warden: libbie@bromfield.org.uk 

 
Fox & Goose 
 
Landlady: Chris Mikolajewski 
    01256 702062 
foxandgoosegreywell@gmail.com 
www.facebook/greywell 
 
Village Email List 
 
Manager: Karen McCaffrey 
karengreywellvillage@gmail.com 
 
 
Hart District Council 
    
Councillor: Stephen Highley 
   Chris Dorn 
   Jon Hale 
    
 
Hampshire County Council 
 
Councillor: Jonathan Glen 
Jonathan.glen@hants.gov.uk 

mailto:alisonlambert@me.com
mailto:parishclerk@greywellparish.gov.uk
mailto:pbbenson@me.com
mailto:mjmoneill@gmail.com
http://www.moretolife.church/
mailto:matt@moretolife.church
mailto:libbie@bromfield.org.uk
mailto:chris@foxandgoosehampshire.co.uk
http://www.facebook/greywell
mailto:karengreywellvillage@gmail.com
mailto:Jonathan.glen@hants.gov.uk

